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BRITSKA GUYANA —

COTTONREELS

oStovni provoz v oblasti drive holandské a od roku 1831

britské kolonie s novym nazvem Britska Guyana existoval
od konce 18. stoleti. V roce 1850 bylo na zakladé velké
poptavky obchodniku a majitelu plantazi po poStovnich
sluzbach (zejména v oblasti Demerara s hlavnim méstem
Georgetown) pristoupeno k vydani prvnich znamek, pozdéji
zvanych cottonreels.

Guyana se tak stala teprve Ctvrtym britskym zamorskym
uzemim s vlastnimi znamkami a zaroven prvnim v Americe.
Vydani inicioval vrchni postmistr E.T.E. Dalton v hlavnim
meésté Georgetown a jeho projekt schvalil zvlastnim vynosem
guvernér celé kolonie sir Henry Barkly. Znamky mély nominal
4c , 8c a 12c¢ pro ruzna dorucovaci pasma v kolonii a r. 1851
vySla jesté 2-centova pro lokalni provoz v Georgetownu.
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BRITISH GUIANA —
COTTONREELS

he former Dutch colony, then under British rule and from 1831

carrying the new name “British Guiana”, had functioning postal
services from the end of the 18" century. A large demand for postal
services from traders and plantation owners (especially in the Demerara
area with the capital city Georgetown) led to the emission of first stamps
in 1850. They were later called Cottonreels.

British Guiana thus became only the fourth British overseas territory and
also the first in America to have its own stamps. The postmaster general,
E.T.E. Dalton, in the capital city Georgetown, initiated the emission. The
project received approval through a special decree issued by Sir Henry
Barkly, the governor of the entire colony. Stamps were issued in 4c, 8c
and 12c¢ denominations intended for various postal zones in the colony
and in 1851, they were followed by a 2¢c stamp used for local mailings

in Georgetown.

Royal Gazette of British Guiana

Byly tiStény v tiskarné novin Royal Gazette of British Guiana na barevnych papirech
riznych typu a odstinu, coby urgentni zakazka E.T.E. Daltona. Tedy, obdobné jako
treba POST OFFICE na Mauiritiu, v lokalnich a velmi improvizovanych podminkach.
Vznikly podivuhodné a naprosto originalni kruhové znamky pomoci tisku hranou
stocené mosazné pasky, s naletovanymi béznymi tiskarenskymi pismeny a cislicemi
tvoricimi napis BRITISH GUIANA a nominalni hodnotu. Tistény ru¢né, ctyrmi témito
stoGenymi pasky naraz (tiskovy list mél tedy 4 pole a rozeznavame tak 4 tiskové
typy), obycejnou tiskarskou barvou, pismena poskladana nepravidelné a v jiném
fontu, nez oznaceni nominalu. Z archt se znamky oddélovaly vystrizenim, bud’

do Gtverce (jsou velkymi raritami), nebo do kruhu. Brzy po zrodu filatelie byla
rozpoznana vzacnost téchto znamek (poprvé se objevily v katalozich v roku 1864)
a zahy patrily jen do téch nejvyznamnéjsich sbirek.

They were printed in the Royal Gazette of British Guiana newspaper printing-house on coloured papers
of various types as an urgent contract from E.T.E. Dalton. Similarly to the origins of for example POST
OFFICE Mauritius stamps, they were created under local and very improvised circumstances. This led to
remarkable and completely original circular stamps printed using the edge of a rolled up brass tape, to
which common printing letters and numbers were soldered, creating the British Guiana + denomination
inscription. The stamps were hand-printed using 4 of these rolled up tapes at once (thus 1 printing
sheet had 4 stamp positions and we discern 4 print types) with common printing colour and the letters
were placed irregularly and in a different font than the one used for the denominations. Stamps were
separated from the sheets by being cut out, either in squares (very rare) or in circles. The rarity of these
stamps was recognized shortly after the birth of philately (appearing in catalogues for the first time in
1864) and soon became part of only the most significant collections.

V celé kolonii se nachazelo

v roce 1850 dvacet postov-

nich aradu a vSechny byly pred

1. 7. 1850 vybaveny témito prvni-

mi znamkami. Ve vSech pripadech

bude nutné dopisy predplacet. Aby

to bylo mozné, tak se v tuto chvili

tisknou znamky v hodnotach 4, 8

a 12 centu, které budou pripraveny

k prodeji pred, nebo 24. tohoto mé-

sice na vSech postach v George-

(Royal Gazette, 15. 6. 1850) J| townua Novém Amsterdamu a na
& ruznych postovnich Uradech.
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In 1850 the entire colony had 20 post offices
all of which were supplied with these first
stamps before the 1 July 1850.

C)

Prepayment of Letters will be necessary in all cases,

to facilitate which, Postage Stamps of the respective

values of 4, 8 and 12 cents are being printed and will

be ready for Sale on or before the 24" instant at the

Post Offices in Georgetown and New Amsterdam and
at the different Receiving Offices.

E.T.E. Dalton D.P.M.G.

Cottonreels

Mezi sbératelskou elitou se ujala humorna prezdivka , Cottonreels”, nebot znamky
nejvice pripominaly tehdejSi ozdobné etikety na koncich drevenych Spulek

s bavinénymi nitémi. Neni znamo, kdo s timto napadem prisel prvni. Vime, ze to
nebyl jeden z prvnich otcu filatelie major E. B. Evans (2. pol. 19.stol.), znamy lovec
mauritiu (skutecné objevil jeden c¢erveny POST OFFICE béhem pobytu na ostrove)

a tvurce vétsSiny znamych prezdivek znamek jako jsou ,Volské oCi“ u Brazilie,
,Parnicky“ (Barquitos) u Buenos Aires, ,Trojuhelnikovy mys“, ,,Pohled na Sydney* atd.
Major Evans nazyval prvni guyany neoriginalné ,kruhové znamky 1850“. Nicméné
prezdivka je stara, nebot r. 1921 v ,The Rarities and Early Issues of British Guiana.
The Romance of Their Discovery and Rise in Value“ piSe A. D. Ferguson (R.P.S.L.), ze
nazev Cottonreels se uziva jiz desitky let.

The collecting elite took on the custom of humorously naming these stamps “Cottonreels”, because
they resembled decorative etiquettes, that were at that time place on ends of wooden reels with cotton
threads. It is not known exactly who came up with this nickname We know for certain that it was not one
of the “fathers of philately” Major E.B. Evans (2" half of the 19" century), a famous Mauritius stamp
hunter (he did find a red POST OFFICE during his stay on the island) and the originator of the majority

of famous nicknames such as “Bull’s Eye“, “Barquitos®, “Triangular Cape®, “View of Sydney“ etc. Major
Evans called the first Guianas “circular stamps 1850” It is nonetheless clear that the nickname is not

a recent invention because in 1921 in “The Rarities and Early Issues of British Guiana. The Romance of
Their Discovery and Rise in Value” its author, A. D. Ferguson (R.P.S.L.) mentions that nickname has been
in use for decades.

Cottonreels 1850; 4 Cents, 8 Cents, 12 Cents modra,

12 Cents bledé modra. VSechny s razitkem DEMERARA
(Georgetown). Znamky 8c a 12c¢ pochazeji ze sbirky Philippa
von Ferrary, coz jim dodava dalsi exkluzivni rozmér; zluta 4c
je jedina v CR! Tato sestava predstavuje nejvétsi konvolut
Cottonreels v ceskych sbirkach.

Cottonreels 1850; 4 Cents, 8 Cents, 12 Cents blue, 12 Cents pale blue. All
with DEMERARA (Georgetown) postmarks. Stamps 8c and 12¢c come from the
collection of Philippa von Ferrary making them exclusive pieces; the yellow
4c is the only specimen in the Czech Republic! This is the largest Cottonreels
set in Czech collections.

Water Street, Georgetown,
kresba z r. 1888. V budove

s vézi se nachazel postovni Urad,
odkud byly r. 1850 vypraveny
zasilky s vystavenymi znamkami.
DUm s poStou byl znicen pri
pozaru roku 1945. Vlevo pak
vedla ulice High Street, kde mj.
sidlila redakce ,Royal Gazette of
British Guiana”.
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Water Street, Georgetown, drawing from 1888. The building with the tower were the premises of the
local post office, from where mailings with the exhibited stamps were sent in 1850. The building
was destroyed during a fire in 1945. The street on the left was High Street, the location of the “Royal
Gazett of British Guiana” editorial departement.

Tzv. Velka pecet Britské Guyany, pouzivana v 19. stoleti,
vyobrazena na vétsiné tehdejSich znamkovych emisich.
Napis Damus Petimus Que Vicissim (Davame a zpét zadame)

Signatury na znamkach

Pri jednoduchém tisku byly za ucelem ochrany proti padélani vSechny
Cottonreels pred jejich postovnim pouzitim opatreny inicialami jmen postovnich
arednikd.Inicialy E.D.W. Edmonda D. Wighta jsou také k nalezeni na slavné
znamce britska guyana 1¢ magenta.

Sitgnatures on Stamps

All of the Cottonreels carried initials of postal clerks as a precaution against fraud due to their
simple print. The “E.D.W.” initials of Edmond D. Wight also appear on the famous 1c Magenta
British Guiana stamp.

E.D.W. = E.D. Wight, Clerk Colonial Department of Post Office
E.T.E.D. = E. T. E. Dalton, Deputy Postmaster-General

H.A.K. = H.A. Killikelly, Clerk Post Office, Georgetown

J.B.S. = J.B. Smith, Clerk Imperial Department of Post Office
W.H.L. = W. H. Lorimer, a railway clerk
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Although not possessing the artistic merits
of the Mauiritius ‘Post Office’ these crude
primitive stamps of 1850, commonly
called ‘Cottonreels’, are looked upon with
great pride by collectors who are fortunate
enough to possess any.

A. D. Ferguson F.R.P.S.L., The British
Guiana Philatelic Journal, 1921
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“My father one day happened to find among papers in his office a copy of the very rare provisional 8c.
green of British Guiana and | had the good Iluck to lay my hands on another at home. Well, | put one of
them into my album and regarding the other | wrote to Victor asking him what he would give for it. He
asked me to let him see it. | sent it and he offered stamps to the value of 7s. 6d. in exchange. | gladly i
accepted his offer and even sent the other specimen and thus got 15s worth of stamps for them. \
Ye gods, would | had them now! No stamps are rarer - often have | searched again but have never
obtained another circular 8c. green provisional Guiana.*

Reminiscences Written in 1868, Journal of the Philatelic Literature Society, P. J. Anderson, 1912
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Velka pecet

The Great Seal

The Great Seal of British Guiana used in the 19" century was
present on the majority of stamp emissions of that time.
Inscription Damus Petimus Que Vicissim (We give and ask in return)

Mapa ¢asti Guyany s hlavnim méstem
Georgetown v oblasti kolem reky
Demerara River; r. 1850

Map of a part of Guiana with the
capital city Georgetown in the
Demerara River area; 1850

IV. guvernér Guyany v letech
1849-1853
Sir Henry Barkly

IV Governor of Guiana from (1815-1898)

1849 to 1853

Naklad a vzacnost

Vzacnost tohoto vydani ukazuji nejlépe dostupné prameny o nakladu nebo alespon o jeho
podstatné casti. V r. 1893 nalezeny ucet z r. 1850 podepsany postmistrem Daltonem udava
pocet kusu vytiSténych v Royal Gazette:

Print-load and Rarity

Records of the print-load, or at least its major part best demonstrate the rarity of this emission. A bill
found in 1893 signed by postmaster Dalton in 1850 states the following number of stamps printed at
the Royal Gazette:

Nov 23" 1850 ...

Printing 656 blue stamps of 12 cts. @ 50 p. centum............. 3.28
Printing 1,200 green of 8 cts. @ 50 p. centum...................... 6.00
Printing 1,752 yellow of 4 cts. @ 50 p. centum...................... 8.76

Od kazdé z téchto hodnot se dochovaly jen desitky exemplaru. Nejvzacnéjsi 2¢ ruzo-
V€, pro mistni dopisy v Georgetownu (dnes 10 znamych) zde uvedeny nejsou. Hodno-
vérné prameny z pocatku 20. stoleti uvadeéji naklad pouhych 120 kusu. Pripomenme,
ze naklad Mauritit POST OFFICE byl 1 000 ks! Znamky Cottonreels se na svetovém
filatelistickém trhu takrka nevyskytuji, zejména kvalitni exemplare jsou tradicné

v ,pevnych rukach” a vibec se nenabizeji. Cenové jsou navic prakticky nedostupné!

Only a few dozen specimens remain from each denomination. The most rare pink 2¢c stamps used for
local post in Georgetown (only 10 known specimens) are not included in the table. Trustworthy historical
sources from the beginning of the 20" century place the number of printed stamp at a mere 120 pieces.
It is worth reminding that the print-load of Mauritius POST OFFICE stamps was 1 000 pieces! Cottonreel
stamps virtually do not appear on the philatelic market. They usually stay with one owner, especially high
quality specimens and are never offered (?). Not to mention their near-unreachable price!

Cottonreels v elitnich G R —

SbirkaCh 20 Royal Collection
15 Thomas Tapling (British Library)

. . 8 Alfred H. Caspary
reel [
Cottonreels 1n elite o

collections 44  J. E. du Pont

Mohammed Al Thani, katarsky princ, zakoupil v r. 2014 témér vSechny exemplare
ex. Du Pont v aukci David Feldman.

Mohammed Al Thani, prince of Quatar, bought almost all ex. Du Pont speciemens
at a David Feldman auction in 2014.

Nejvice Cottonreels v celych déjinach filatelie vlastnil
John E. du Pont, ¢len jedné z nejvyznamnéjSich
americkych rodin, podnikatel, filantrop a podporovatel
sportu, ktery zemrel ve vézeni, odsouzen za vrazdu. Byl
majitelem i slavné britské guyany 1c¢ magenta, kterou
Z jeho pozUstalosti v r. 2014, v aukci Sotheby’s , koupil
| za 9,5 mil USD znamy americky miliardar a filatelista
Stuart Weitzman.

John E. du Pont
(1938—-2010)

The largest number of Cottonreels in the entire history of philately was owned by John E. du Pont,
member of one of the most significant American families, entrepreneur, philanthropist and sports
supporter who was convicted of murder and subsequently died in jail. He was also the owner of the
famous 1c magenta British Guyana, which was later bought from his estate at a Sotheby’s auction in
2014 by a famous American billionaire and philatelist Stuart Weitzman for 9.5 mil USD.

Katalogy jesté v roce 1882
ocenovaly jen jedinou
Cottonreel, a to 12¢c modrou.
Tehdy ji Stanley Gibbons
ohodnotil na 40 Silinkd. Nyni
ma cenu 11 000 liber!

The catalogues in 1882 registered only

a single Cottonreel, the 12c blue. Stanley
Gibbons had its price set at 40 shillings. 2ol 12 vih
Now it is worth 11 000 GBP! : e

CROWN COLONY
(Currency. 100 cents = 1 dollar)

BRITISH GUIANA.

1850. No. 171.
2 Cents, circular .
; ”

B2 ' . :
1850. Ship in shield. No. 172.

1 Cent, long rect. . . magenta
4 " 1 . . dﬁﬂp blue

flow (1851)..

Tomas Madl




PRESTIGE PHILATELY
CLUB PRAGUE

PIIL
L%,k

s Ml

REM NON MINOREM QUAM

PRESTIGE PHILATELY CLUB

SBERATE
° VELETRH °

P

SBERATEL

COLLECTOR/SAMMLER
PVA EXPO PRAHA 2025

BRITSKA GUYANA

— SHIP ISSUES

Britské Guyana (v 19. stoleti se Guyana jeSté psala

s mékkym ,i“) je mezi filatelisty znama svymi ranymi
poStovnimi znamkami, z nichZ nékteré jsou povazovany
za jedny z nejvzacnéjsich a nejdrazsSich znamek na svété.

PRAGUE

Vlajka Guvernéra Britské
Guyany (1875-1906)
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BRITISH GUIANA —
SHIP ISSUES

British Guiana (in the 19th century still spelled with an “i” as Guiana)
Is renowned among philatelists for its early postage stamps, some of
which are considered among the rarest and most valuable in the world.

Flag of the Governor
of British Guiana
(1875-1906)

Prvni postovni znamky Guyany

Soukromé provozovana paketova sluzba pro postu existovala v Britské Guyané jiz
v roce 1796 a pokracovala po radu dalSich let. Prvni postovni znamky vyrobené
pouze a jen pro Britskou Guyanou byly vydany v roce 1850. Historie tohoto
vydani Uzce souvisi se skutecnosti, ze v dobé, kdy zde vznikla klasicka posStovni
sluzba, nebyly jesté v Britanii oficialni kolonialni poStovni znamky pro Britskou
Guyanu pfripraveny.

Postmistr v Georgetownu (Demerara) zasel tedy do mistnich novin ,,Royal Gazette®,
kde zadal tisk kulatych postovnich znamek ohrani¢enych ¢ernym kruhem s napisem
,British Guiana“ v kruhu a nominalnimi hodnotami 2, 4, 8 a 12 centu uprostred.
Znamky byly vytiStény cernou barvou na papir ruznych barev v zavislosti na
nominalnich hodnotach. Dnes jsou tyto rané relativné primitivni znamky znamé
také jako , Cottonreels” (,,civky na bavinéné nité“) kvuli jejich podobé nalepkam na
Spulkach niti.

First stamps of the British Guiana

A privately run packet service for mail existed in British Guiana as early as 1796 and continued for
several years thereafter. The first postage stamps produced exclusively for British Guiana were issued in
1850. This issue arose from the fact that, at the time when a formal postal system was being established
in the colony, official colonial postage stamps for British Guiana had not yet been prepared in Britain.

The postmaster in Georgetown (Demerara) therefore turned to the local newspaper, the Royal Gazette,
where he commissioned the printing of round postage stamps bordered by a black circle with the
inscription “British Guiana” and denominations of 2, 4, 8, and 12 cents in the center. These stamps
were printed in black ink on colored paper, with different colors corresponding to their denominations.
Today, these early and relatively primitive stamps are colloquially known as “Cottonreels”, due to their
resemblance to labels found on cotton thread spools.

Prvni emise znamek

V roce 1851 bylo rozhodnuto o vydani postovnich znamek pro nové zavedené
jednotné tarify v Britské Guyané - 1c Cervena (magenta) pro novinové zasilky a 4c
modra pro dopisy do vahy 1/2 unce, prepravované v kolonii bez rozdilu vzdalenosti.
A v roce 1852 tak jiz konecné na Britskou Guyanu dorazila prvni emise postovnich
znamek vytisténych relativné narychlo v Londynské tiskarné Waterlow & Sons
jednoduchym kamenotiskem na tzv. Surfaced Paper (kfidova obarvena vrstva
nanesena na vrchni stranu papiru). Tento papir se bohuzel projevoval typickou
lamavosti a abrezemi (odpadavanim) nanesenych barev a tak jiz po necelém roce
musely byt tyto znamky nahrazeny dokonalejSimi tisky.

Design téchto znamek byl opét velmi jednoduchy a kromé nazvu kolonie zobrazoval
plachetnici a latinské motto kolonie (bohuzel s tiskovou chybou) ,,DAMUS PATIMUS
QUE VICISSIM“ - ,Davame a ocekavame na oplatku“. DalSi poStovni znamky
dorazily z Londyna v roce 1853. Byly jiz kvalitné ryté a takeé jiz se spravné vepsanym
,PETIMUS*. Dnes jsou znamky s timto designem souhrnné nazyvany ,Tall ship®.

The first Emission of stamps

In 1851, it was decided to issue postage stamps to reflect the newly established uniform postal rates
in British Guiana—1 cent magenta for newspaper postage and 4 cent blue for letters up to half an
ounce, regardless of distance within the colony. Consequently, in 1852, British Guiana finally received
its first official postage stamps from Britain, printed rather hastily by Waterlow & Sons in London using
basic lithography on what is known as surfaced paper (a paper coated with a colored chalky surface).
Unfortunately, this paper proved fragile, with printed ink flaking and cracking easily. As a result, these
stamps had to be replaced within a year with more durable printings.

The design remained simple: it featured the name of the colony, a sailing ship, and the colony’s Latin
motto—albeit with a typographical error—“DAMUS PATIMUS QUE VICISSIM,” intended to mean “We give
and expect in return.” In 1853, new stamps were supplied from London, this time finely engraved and
correctly inscribed with “PETIMUS.” These stamps are now collectively referred to by philatelists as the
“Tall ship” issues.

1 cent vermillion
(rumélkova) z roku
1853, vydani
,Fregata Sandbach®,
V nepouzitém

stavu velmi vzacna
znamka, puvodni tisk,
tisténo v tiskarné

1 cent vermilion stamp from 1853 “Fregata
Waterlow

Sandbach” issue, very rare in unused condition,
original printing, Waterlow

4 cent blue
(modra) z kvétna
roku 1860, vydani
,Fregata Sandbach®,
zaramované
nominalni

hodnoty v rozich,

vV nepouzitém stavu
extrémné vzacna
znamka, dochovalo
se jen 6 kusu

4 cent blue from May 1860 “Fregata Sandbach”
issue, figures in corners framed, an extremely
rare stamp in unused condition; only 6 stamps
are known to exist

Provizorni vydani 1856: 4 Cents black/magenta, 4 Cents
black/rose-carmine, 4 Cents black/blue (papir barveny na
povrchu), 4 Cents black/deep blue (papir barveny skrz) -
Jedna se o0 znamky ze série provizorii 1856, ze které pochazi
i nejdrazsi (a unikatni) znamka svéta v hodnoté 10 mil.

US dolaru, popularni 1¢ magenta.

1856 Provisionals Issue: 4 Cents black/magenta, 4 Cents black/rose-
carmine, 4 Cents black/blue (surface-coloured paper), 4 Cents black/deep
blue (paper coloured through) - These stamps are part of the 1856 “Tall
ship” issue from British Guiana, the same iconic series that includes the
world’s most valuable and unique stamp — the famous 1c magenta, valued
at approximately 10 million USD.

Znak Britské Guyany

Emblem of the British Guiana

Kralovna Viktorie (1819-1901)

Queen Victoria (1819-1901)

Tisk provizornich znamek

Nicméné celkovy doruceny naklad znamek ,Tall Ship“ byl pro posStovni potrebu
kolonie po 2 letech jiz nedostatecny a nové objednana zasilka znamek z Britanie
po mori nedorazila. Mistni postmistr E.T.E. Dalton byl tak nucen v roce 1856 opét
zajistit potrebny pocet posStovnich znamek z vlastnich zdroju. Rozhodl urychlené
vytisknout sérii novych znamek v hodnotach 1 cent a 4 centy.

Tyto znamky byly diky podminkam v kolonii opét tiStény relativné primitivnim
typografickym zpusobem v tiskarné Joseph Baum a William Dallas ve mésté
Georgetown. E.T.E. Dalton dal ramcové pokyny jak by provizorni znamky mély
vypadat a tak na téchto znamkach byly opét vytiStény stejné motivy - jméno Britska
Guiana, pecet kolonie a latinské motto kolonie. Nicméné tiskarna se rozhodla
dodatecné pridat na znamky i vlastni obrazek plachetnice. Vzhledem k tomu, ze
kvalita a zretelnost cerného tisku na barevném papiru byla opravdu velmi Spatna,
posStmistr, aby se zabranilo padélani, pozadal pracovniky posty, aby kazdou znamku
pred prodejem inicializovali.

Jako bezpecnostni opatreni byla tedy kazda znamka parafovana zameéstnancem
posty. Znamé inicialy jsou ,E.T.E.D.” pro Daltona, ,E.D.W* pro Wighta, ,W.H.L.“ pro
Lortimera a ,,C.A.W.” pro Watsona. Z tohoto vydani pochazeji nejvzacnéjsi postovni
znamky nejen Britské Guyany, ale i celé svétove filatelie. Karminova jednocentova
znamka Britska Guyana (1c Magenta) je dokonce povazovana za celosvétove
nejvzacnéjsi nebot je znam pouze jediny exemplar.

DalSi varka postovnich znamek z Britanie dorazila az v roce 1860, ale tim potize
nekondily. | v letech 1862 a 1882 byla doc¢asné obnovena potreba mistné tisténych
znamek. Poté se jiz prisun oficialnich postovnich znamek stal spolehlivym.

Printing of provisionary stamps

However, after two years, the stock of “Tall Ship” stamps proved insufficient to meet the colony’s postal
needs, and a new shipment from Britain failed to arrive. In 1856, the local postmaster, E.T.E. Dalton, was
once again forced to produce emergency stamps locally. He arranged for the printing of new 1 cent and
4 cent denominations under pressing conditions at the printing firm of Joseph Baum and William Dallas
in Georgetown. Dalton provided general design instructions, which included the colony’s name, its seal,
and the Latin motto. The printer, however, took the initiative to add an image of a sailing ship.

Due to the poor quality and legibility of the black ink on colored paper, and in an effort to deter forgeries,
the postmaster ordered that each stamp be initialed by a postal clerk before sale. As a security measure,
each stamp was thus manually sighed. Known initials include “E.T.E.D.” for Dalton, “E.D.W.” for Wight,
“W.H.L.” for Lortimer, and “C.A.W.” for Watson.

From this emergency issue comes not only the rarest stamp of British Guiana, but arguably the rarest and
most famous stamp in the entire world—the 1¢ Magenta of British Guiana, of which only a single copy is
known to exist.

A new consignment of stamps from Britain did not arrive until 1860, but the challenges didn’t end there.
Local production of stamps had to be resumed temporarily again in 1862 and 1882. After that, the
supply of official postage stamps from Britain became reliable and consistent.
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Dobova barevna pohlednice zobrazujici budovu pojiStovny Hand-in-Hand s poStovnimi
budovami v pozadi, Georgetown, Britska Guyana, 1930

A vintage colour postcard showing the Hand-in-Hand Insurance company with the post
office buildings in the background Georgetown, British Guiana, 1930

Mapa Britské Guyany; r. 1908

Map of the British Guiana; 1908

ERITI®H GUILANA

Britsky kolonialni spravce Britské Guyany
v letech 1854-1862

British colonial administrator of British
Guiana between 1854 and 1862

Sir Philip Edmond
Wodehouse
(1811-1887)

Dobovy vytisk novin Royal Gazette

- v této tiskarné byl v roce 1856

0 ,lodicku“ doplnén design nejdrazsich
znamek Britské Guyany a nasledné zde
byl kompletné realizovan i jejich tisk.

Vou VIIL }- - THE [ No. s08.

R

DEMERARY & oR.4 ESSEQULBO
YAL

SATURDAY, JU

G A'ZETTE:

A period issue of the Royal Gazette

— it was in this printing house in

1856 that the design of the most
valuable stamps of British Guiana was
supplemented with the ‘sailing ship’
motif, and the complete printing of the
stamps was subsequently carried out
here as well.

:nnct#ve'n under my Hand and Seal-at-Arms, this 224

~day of June, 18i8,

’ 1 JOHN MURRAY.
N

) Demerary, June-gs, 1615,
% A LLPerfonshaving demandaagainit the Drdn:
A I)ez:uum in"(l!- Colony, are requefte
fend in their Accounts without lofs

ifchiag :

Tomas Madl
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